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Cheers rang out on the 
second f loor of Russel l 
House Wednesday night 
as it was announced that 
current Student Body Vice 
President Chase Mizzell 
had been elected the new 
student body president 
w ith a whopping 82.58 
percent of the vote , the 
largest since 2007 .
T he  pre s ident- e le c t 
c e l e b r a t e d  b r i e f l y  — 
f lanked by h is mother, 
sister and campaign staffers 
— before r ush ing to a 
University Ambassadors 
meeting.
M izzel l’s  opponent s , 
Josh “Otter” Moore and 
Kenneth Bragg, received 
11.18 percent and 6.15 
p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  v o t e  , 
respectively.
T h e  r a c e s  f o r  v i c e 
president and treasurer, 
however, were forced into 
runoffs .
V i c e  p r e s i d e n t i a l 
c a n d i d a t e  C o u r t l a n d 
Thomas received the most 
votes in the race, w ith 
1,589, or 35.04 percent, 
of the total votes . Close 
behind was Ryan Bailey, 
w i t h  1 ,4 9 4 ,  o r  32 .9 4 
percent .
C a n d i d a t e s  W i l l 
Fo r t a n b a r y  a n d  A l e x 
Waelde were eliminated 
from the vice presidential 
r a c e  .  Fo r t a n b a r y  g o t 
900 total votes, or 19.85 
percent . Waelde received 
12.15 percent of the vote, 
coming in at 551 .
While excited to come 
out on top, Thomas said 
he was expecting a runoff 
and has already made plans 
for  t he com ing week ’s 
campaigning.
W he n  a s k e d  i f  t h at 
included another music 
video, he would not say but 
hinted that one may be on 
the way.
The runoff election for 
student body treasurer will 
be between Haley Guyton 
and Caroline Hendricks. 
Guy ton won t he  most 
votes with 1,942 — 45.27 
percent — and Hendricks 
trailed with 1,289, or 30.05 
percent .
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This year’s list of 
nominations marks 
a numer of fi rsts 





ries that an increase 
in the minimum wage 
would harm the U.S. 
economy.
See page 5
USC snapped a 
six-game losing 
streak with a win over 
Ole Miss that was 
clinched in the fi nal 
seconds.
See page 10






The engineering annex at 300 Main 
Street was closed for about three hours 
Wednesday afternoon for a suspected 
chemical spill.
No one was injured in the incident , 
which was reported shortly after 1 p.m. , 
according to Brick Lewis, a spokesman 
for  t he Colu mbia-R ich land Fi re 
Department , and a hazardous materials 
team wasn’t able to identify what was 
released.
But f i ref ighters’  meters picked 
something up on their fi rst trip in the 
building, and they smelled something 
in the air.
The bui lding was cleared when 
fi refi ghters reentered the building and 
found that the chemical had dissipated, 
Lewis said.
They also were unable pinpoint the 
source of the issue, Lewis said.
Accord ing to spokesman Capt . 
Eric Grabsk i of the USC Division 
of Law Enforcement and Safety , the 
issue was reported to the university’s 
Environmental Health and Safet y 
department by a faculty member.
Shortly after 300 Main Street was 
evacuated, a group of about 200 students 
and faculty lingered outside, waiting to 
see if their classes would go on.
Others, like a Future Farmers of 
America group from Abbeville, were 
stuck, since their cars were inside the 
area blocked by police. 
BLOWOUT
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U S C  i s  r e - e v a l u a t i n g 
how much it spends on law 
en forcement  a nd  where  i t 
allocates those resources in the 
wake of crimes over the last 
week, university officials said 
Wednesday.
U S C  P r e s i d e n t  H a r r i s 
Pastides said the university was 
planning a series of measures, 
from installing more security 
cameras to hiring a bigger police 
force, to mark a “relent less 
c o m m i t m e n t ”  i m p r o v i n g 
campus safety.
P a s t i d e s  a s k e d  C h r i s 
Wuchenich, the director of the 
Division of Law Enforcement 
and Safety, to consider if his 
d e p a r t m e nt  n e e d e d  m o r e 
money or resources Wednesday 
morning.
Pastides said he expects such 
requests would be approved by 
the board of trustees.
“ I f  he  t h i n k s  t he y  need 
more resources to make the 
campus safer, it’s very unlikely 
we wouldn’t be able to deliver 
those,” Pastides said.
The request  fol lowed a n 
alleged rape and robbery of a 
woman near East Quad early 
Tuesday morning and a pair of 
armed robberies last week — 
one each on Sumter Street and 
Pickens Street. 
Pastides said he was “outraged” 
by the string of crimes and that 
incidents like Tuesday night’s 
are “unacceptable.”
Last year, the department 
received a 10-percent budget 
i nc re a s e  — a n  add i t ion a l 
$600,000 annually for the next 
three years. It hadn’t received 
such an increase in 30 years, 
Wuchenich said.
Those funds are mostly being 
spent on hiring new offi cers and 
adding additional technology, 
like security cameras and call 
boxes, Pastides said. Officials 
aren’t releasing details of the 
other technologies, saying they 
don’t want would-be criminals 
to  k now wh at  e f for t s  t he 
university is taking.
Those moves could also be 
supplemented by efforts from 
the city.
According to Pastides, Mayor 
Steve Benjamin said Wednesday 
afternoon that he was willing to 
have more lights and cameras 
i n s t a l l e d  a nd  t o  i nc r e a s e 
Columbia police patrols in the 
city’s jurisdictions near USC’s 
campus.
Th is  week ,  USC’s pol ice 
depar t ment  added s i x  new 
offi cers to its force, bringing it 
to a total of 64, Wuchenich said.
But  t he  t i m i ng  of  t he i r 
integration into the department 
was “coincidental,” Past ides 
said, adding that the hirings had 
more to do with USC’s growing 
student population than recent 
safety concerns. Training a new 
offi cer takes about nine months.
More officers will be hired 
over the course of the three-year 
funding increase, he said, but 
how those funds will be spent 
isn’t entirely set because law 
enforcement needs are prone to 
change.






Police add 6 offi cers, 
pursue additional 
technology
Gas leak empties engineering annex
300 Main Street evacuated 
due to unspecifi ed chemical
Thad Moore
TMOORE@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
Thad Moore / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Firefi ghters and emergency medical services responded to the Wednesday leak.
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“Celebrate Your Body” Week
 Events Feb. 24-28
-
the  main event
Jenni Schaefer
a discussion about 
 and 
loving who you are
 8 pm 
your event! Email
ballroom
honors residence hall 
b110
In Brief.
New poll shows increase 
in popularity for Haley
Th reatening text message 
heightens school security
Charlotte possible host 
of 2024 Olympic games
 Charlotte could be hosting the Summer Olympics 
in 2024, WBTV reports. 
The United States Olympic Committee has asked 
Anthony Foxx, the city’s mayor, if Charlotte would 
be interested. 
Charlotte is one of 35 cities that have been asked 
about their interest in hosting the games. 
While some of the cities may be automatically 
eliminated due to requirements like 45,000 available 
hotel rooms, Charlotte shouldn’t have to worry. 
An audit conducted after the Democratic National 
Convention shows that 61,246 hotel room nights 
were used. 
The committee hasn’t decided whether to pursue a 
bid from Charlotte, but has already started choosing 
which cities to pursue. It will have to determine the 
city for the United States’ bid in two years, and the 
International Olympic Committee will choose the 
city that will host the 2024 games in 2017. 
—Amanda Coyne, Assistant News Editor
 South Carolina residents currently favor President 
Barack Obama over Gov. Nikki Haley, according to a 
poll from Winthrop University.
Obama’s approval rate came in at 47.6 percent, 
only four percentage points lower than his national 
approval rating. However, 46.5 percent of South 
Carolinians disapproved of the president. 
Haley’s approval rating has risen to 43.7 percent 
from 34.6 percent in December 2011. Her disapproval 
rating is 39.1 percent. Winthrop reported that Haley’s 
most recent numbers before this month’s poll were 
“nearly even” between approval and disapproval. 
Tea party membership is down in the notably red 
state; the percentage of voters in South Carolina 
identifying with the movement dropped from about 
10 percent in December 2012 to 6 percent currently.  
South Carolinians also expressed concern with state 
and federal government, with a majority approving of 
neither. 
—Amanda Coyne, Assistant News Editor
 A threatening text message sent from a former 
South Carolina Republican Party executive to a 
Lexington teacher has led Irmo High School to 
increase security and police to investigate, WIS 
reported. 
On the same day that Irmo High School 
was evacuated due to smoke in the building, an 
unnamed teacher received a message reading, “I’m 
about to burn Lexington-Richland District 5 to 
the ground,” from attorney Todd Kincannon. 
Officials learned of the text message shortly 
before the school was evacuated after someone 
found smoke coming from a vent. The incident was 
caused by a motor in a heating and air conditioning 
unit and not related to the text message. 
Kincannon denied sending the text, saying is 
phone had been hacked, and said he was “certainly 
never going to burn district schools or buildings 
down.” 
—Amanda Coyne, Assistant News Editor 
W hile rel ieved to 
h a v e  c o m e  o u t  15 
p e r c e n t a g e  p o i n t s 
ahead of her opponent, 
Guyton is not ready to 
relax just yet.
“It ’s l ike going up 
a roller coaster. Your 
heart’s beating, you’re 
looking over the edge 
and you’re just stuck 
there,” she said. “It’s 
a false safety, and it’s 
something you can’t 
really rely on.”
G u y t o n  a l s o  h ad 
interest ing plans for 
her runoff campaign.
“ [ F o r m e r  D a i l y 
Gamecock Editor-in-
Chief] Colin Campbell 
tweeted that we’d have 
a ‘Single Ladies’ video 
i f  I  made  i t  to  t he 
runoff, so I guess we’re 
having that,” she said, 
referencing Beyonce’s 
hit music video. 
Hendricks was less 
s p e c i f i c  ab o u t  he r 
campaign plans, saying 
she would f igure out 
her main strategy later 
Wednesday night.
Hendricks’ campaign 
m a n a g e r ,  f o r m e r 
St udent  Body  V ice 
P r e s i d e n t  E m i l y 
Saleeby , was a bit more 
sly in her response.
“I’ve got a few cards I 
can pull,” Saleeby said. 
T h e  v o t e  t o t a l , 
r e ac h i ng  4 ,569  for 
pres ident ,  was  48.8 
percent h igher than 
last year’s total . The 
numbers were higher 
t han t he usua l  vote 
t o t a l  a t  mo s t  SE C 
schools, Guyton said. 
M i z z e l l  s a i d  t h e 
not iceable  i nc rea se 
in voter turnout was 
a signif icant sign of 
student engagement.
“That’s our proof,” 
Mizzell said. “We can 
go to the students and 
say  we’re  l i s ten ing. 
We  c a n  g o  t o  t h e 
administration and say 
that we are really the 
voice of the students. 
This proves that we’re 
r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e 
st udent s in St udent 
Government; we don’t 
just stay in our own 
little bubble.”
Mizzell also said he 
was open to considering 
former candidates for 
his cabinet.
“ I f  p e o p l e  h a v e 
the passion and wil l 
to campaign ...  they 
should be considered,” 
Mizzell said.
Multiple senate seats 
were won by students 
who did not even fi le to 
run. First-year chemical 
engineer ing student 
Patrick Barboun won 
a seat in the College 
of  Eng ineer ing and 
Computing’s district , 
as did a student named 
R o b e r t  Z a c h a r y 
Jo h n s o n  ,  a l t ho u g h 
no Rober t  Zacha r y 
Johnson is listed in the 
USC directory . 
F i r s t - y e a r  p r e -
pharmacy student Katie 
Wray won a seat in the 
two-seat Pre-Pharmacy 
delegation with a single 
write-in vote . 
F i r s t-ye a r  pub l i c 
health student Kat ie 
Lawall also won with 
a  w r i t e - i n  v o t e  i n 
the School of Public 
Health’s delegat ion , 
and a runoff between 
two candidates in the 
same delegat ion will 
be held Tuesday and 
Wednesday . Second-
year exercise science 
s t u d e nt  A l e x a n d e r 
Almaguer and fourth-
year exercise science 
st udent Ju les  Greer 
received one write-in 
vote each , and one will 
become senator.
F i r s t- y e a r  m u s i c 
student Andrew Yost 
a l so  won w it h  fou r 
write-in votes and will 
ELECTION ● 4
ELECTION ● Cont. from 1
Andrew Askins / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Vice presidential candidate Courtland Thomas will be in the runoff election next week.
need three years from now is not what we’re 
going to need (right now) ,” Wuchenich said.
The u n iver s it y  i s  a l so  look i ng  i nto 
improving lighting on campus, revamping 
late-night shuttles, reducing wait times for 
them and offering smartphone applications 
that make reporting information to police 
easier.
Students wait on average 11 to 12 minutes 
for the evening shuttle that loops through 
campus from 6:30 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. weekdays 
and 15 minutes for the on-demand shuttle 
that runs from 12:30 to 6:30 a.m., said Derrick 
Huggins, the associate vice president for 
transportation and logistical relations. 
And USC police will start making more 
traffi c stops, Wuchenich said, because students 
and their parents have told the department 
they appreciate seeing off icers engaging 
actively.
Doing so cou ld have “an un intended 
consequence,” Wuchenich said; it’s possible 
that even if off icers only intend to issue 
warnings, more students could be arrested, 
especially on suspended license and drunken 
driving charges.
“We’re hoping that that will be a minimal 
issue,” Wuchenich said.
Pastides also said he was open to discussions 
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Now leasing for 2013-14
 More and more st udent s  a re 
applying to serve as LGBT Peer 
Advocates, spreading knowledge 
about the lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender community throughout 
USC .  The Peer Advocates  a re 
students who dedicate their time to 
inform the greater USC community 
about the LGBT community, as 
well as combating homophobia and 
heterosexism that is found on campus .
Though the Peer Advocate program 
is only in its second year , the Offi ce 
of Multicultural Student Affairs has 
received a large number of requests 
for representatives to come and speak 
to various groups on campus.
“We’re receiving more and more 
requests to do presentations, as well 
as a desire to help other students learn 
how to give presentations,” said Gavin 
Weiser, assistant director of the Offi ce 
of Multicultural Student Affairs . “It’s 
mostly just an educational program.”
W hen g iv i ng  pre sent at ions , 
s t udent s  a re encouraged to be 
relatable and present the information 
to students in interesting ways.
“We all know what it’s l ike to 
have a bad teacher,” Weiser said. “It 
helps when we have someone that 
the students can relate to giving a 
presentation. The No. 1 important 
thing is an interest and desire to better 
themselves and the community.”
Currently, seven students serve 
as peer leaders, but the Office of 
Mult icultural Student Affairs is 
hoping the program will grow larger 
in the coming years.
According to Kelsey Jarrett, LGBT 
graduate assistant , the organization 
is very pleased with the high level of 
interest shown in the Peer Advocate 
Program.
“We are very excited about having 
so many applications,” Jarrett said. 
“We really serve to educate the 
overall student population and the 
community. Our students are such 
a passionate and involved group of 
individuals that want to create that 
educat ional dialogue with other 
students.”
St udent s  i n  t he  LGBT Peer 
Advocate Program not only give these 
presentations around campus, but 
they also assist in the presentations’ 
development. According to Jarrett, 
these students attend educational 
workshops to get into contact as much 
as possible with others.
Peer Advocates are often asked to 
speak in University 101 classes in 
order to facilitate a dialogue on a 
topic with which many students have 
trouble, according to Jarrett.
Aside from U101 classes, these 
students also speak in residence 
halls and to student organizations to 
provide fellow students with different 
perspectives on the subject.
One of the main goals of these 
p re s ent at ion s  i s  to  “promot e 
social change through knowledge, 
understanding and critical refl ection,” 
accord i ng  to  t he  LGB T Peer 
Advocate website.
“Many students don’t know that 
the office is here as a resource for 
al l students,” Jarrett said. “The 
Peer Advocates are our v is ible 
undergraduate presence here on 
campus.” 






SAFETY ● Continued from 1
Police have released a composite sketch 
of the suspect in Tuesday morning’s 
alleged rape and robbery.
The suspect is described as a black 
male between 20 and 30 years old 
wearing all black and a hat, which may 
have been a baseball cap. He is described 
as being between 5 feet, 7 inches and 5 
feet, 10 inches tall. 
The incident followed days after a 
pair of armed robberies near campus 
last week. A couple was robbed near 
the Horseshoe on Sumter Street late 
Wednesday night, and a man was 
mugged early Friday morning on 
Pickens Street near Greene Street. 
Chris Wuchenich, the director of the 
USC Division of Law Enforcement 
and Safety, told the university’s safety 
committee that USC offi cers had made 
an arrest that may be linked to the 
armed robberies, saying it was a “very 
promising” lead.
The Columbia Police Department 
continues to investigate those incidents. 
Whether the vic tim of Tuesday’s 
incident is a USC student is still unclear, 
according to university spokesman 
Wes Hickman. A police report for the 
incident was not available at press time. 
SAFETY ● 4
about how the Carolina 
Alert system operates. 
Students were notifi ed 
o f  t h e  Tu e s d a y 
morning incident at 
9:37 p.m. that night.
“ I ’d  b e  o p e n  t o 
received input about 
how i t ’s  work i ng,” 
Pa s t ide s  sa id .  “ I ’m 
not here to defend the 
system or tell you it’s 
perfect. I don’t know if 
it’s perfect or not.”
Discussions about 
U S C ’s  e f f o r t s  t o 
improve on-campus 
security began shortly 
a f t e r  Pa s t ide s  w a s 
notifi ed of the incident 
at 9:30 p.m. Tuesday.
“ I t ’s  not ,  t o  me , 
more relevant if over 
the course of the year 
t he  s t at i s t ic s  don’t 
bear out t hat  t here 
a re  more  i nc ident s 
than last year. To me, 
w e  h a v e  i n c id e nt s 
right now, and we’ve 
got to do something 
about them,” Pastides 
said in a meeting with 
the university’s safety 
com m it tee .  “Today 
was a hard day.” 
 If a student is ever faced with sexual assault or 
interpersonal violence, Sexual Assault and Violence 
Intervention and Prevention (SAVIP) , part of 
USC’s Student Health Services , offers a variety of 
services to victims.
“We are here for any student or students, male or 
female, who have been a victim of any interpersonal 
violence,” Director Stephanie Hinton said .
SAVIP offers everything from crisis intervention 
and temporary housing to referrals and advocacy for 
victims. 
If victims are not comfortable coming forward, 
they can also receive anonymous services, including 
an anonymous forensic exam that can be kept on fi le 
for up to a year, in case the victim decides to press 
charges.
“Whatever they decide to do is their decision,” 
Hinton said. “We will support them with their 
decisions.”
SAVIP also has advocates on call 24/7 .
“You can just call [USC’s Division of Law 
Enforcement and Safety] and ask to speak to the 
on-call SAVIP advocate,” Hinton said.
While services are offered for victims, Hinton said 
SAVIP largely focuses on preventative programs, 
like Stand Up Carolina, a bystander accountability 
program.
“We want to make it clear that students do not 
only have to look out for themselves, but look out for 
one another,” Hinton said. 
Students can also take extra measures to be safe 
when walking home after dark by utilizing USC’s 
evening and late-night shuttles, as well as police 
escorts from the Department of Law Enforcement 
and Safety and the Alpha Phi Omega service 
fraternity escort service — “the Duck Bus” — by 
calling 777-DUCK (3825) . 
SAFETY ● Cont. from 3
DG
be serving as senator for the School 
of Music . The second seat in that 
senate delegation remains empty.
The only senate delegations that 
will be empty at the start of the 
next term will be the College of 
Pharmacy’s and the Col lege of 
Social Work’s . No candidates fi led 
and none were written in .
There will also be one vacant 
seat in the College of Nursing’s 
delegat ion .  Si x tota l  seat s w i l l 
remain vacant, one less than the 
current seven that are vacant .
A ll of those who won through 
write-in votes must undergo checks 
of their GPAs and judicial records 
and will not be offi cially senators-
elect until they are determined to 
have the proper records.
 
Brian Almond/ THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Treasurer candidate Haley Guyton waits 
to hear if she will make it to the runoff.DG
ELECTION ● Continued from 1
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Letter: Fringe theories don’t form an argument
Recent article concerning Obama’s 
comment on immigration lacks point
State of Union addresses inequality
Rise in minimum wage 
not harmful to economy
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Higher voter turnout  
success for SG election
Ben Carson’s speech 
provides model for US
Flat tax useful 
solution for 
nation’s woes
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In Wednesday’s Best of Carolina edition, the winner for 
best nail salon was mislabeled. The winner is SC Nails. 
Red Hot Tomatoes, winner of best dance spot, is also 






the time needed 












The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s 
View point s page i s to st imulate 
discussion in the University of South 
Carolina community. All published 
aut hors are expected to prov ide 
logical arguments to back their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages 
readers to voice opinions and offers 
three methods of expression: letters 
to the editor, guest columns and 
feedback on dailygamecock.com.
Letters and guest columns should 
be submitted via email to editor@
dailygamecock.com. Letters must 
be 200 to 300 words in length and 
include the author’s name, year in 
school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and 
USC faculty members to submit guest 
columns. Columnists should keep 
submissions to about 500 words in 
length and include the author’s name 
and position. 
The editor reserves the right to 
edit and condense submissions for 
length and clarity, or not publish at 
all. 
A l l  s ubm i s s ion s  b e c ome t he 
property of The Daily Gamecock and 
must conform to the legal standards 
of USC Student Media.
Sports: 





 In his State of the Union address, 
President Barack Obama called 
for a raise in the minimum wage 
from $7.25 to an even $9. Critics 
i m me d i a t e l y  q u e s t io ne d  h i s 
contention and claimed that going 
through with a raise in the minimum 
wage would hurt the 
s low l y  r e c over i n g 
u n e m p l o y m e n t 
rates that just crept 
back to less than 8 
percent nat iona l ly. 
Conventional wisdom 
says the cr it ics are 
r ight ;  r a i s i n g  t he 
minimum wage should 
h u r t  e m p l o y m e n t 
numbers. However, 
t h e  h a r d  d a t a 
shows this is not necessarily true. 
Numerous studies have found no 
correlation between raises in the 
minimum wage and employment 
numbers.
The argument against the raise 
makes a lot of sense. Assuming a 
smal l  business does not see a 
signifi cant revenue increase, paying 
an extra $1.75 per employee would 
force them to lower the number 
of employees in order to have a 
similar profi t. This would hurt both 
the businesses and the workers. 
However,  empi r ica l  ev idence 
demonstrates this is not the case. 
Many different studies have been 
done on the effects of minimum 
wage changes and individual results 
differ. But when two researchers 
did a meta-study — a study of other 
studies done on the topic — they 
came to the conclusion that raising 
the minimum wage a moderate 
amount had an infi nitesimally small 
effect, if any at all, on employment 
numbers. 
There are many theor ies on 
why employment isn’t af fected 
by minimum wage change. First, 
employers can make the money back 
without fi ring employees by cutting 
hours, cutting training and cutting 
benefi ts. This is not an ideal scenario, 
but employers are more likely to use 
these methods to recoup lost funds 
than to fi re workers. Prices are also 
likely to rise as a result of an increase 
in the minimum wage, which in 
turn helps businesses make up for 
the extra money they will be paying. 
An increase in the minimum wage 
is also thought to increase demand 
by putting more money in the hands 
of consumers, which in turn helps 
businesses.
Most importantly, employers are 
generally resistant to fi ring people. 
This makes businesses more likely 
to use other methods to maintain 
profi ts instead of cutting jobs. This 
isn’t the best situation for businesses, 
but it is worth it for workers.
Conventional wisdom is often 
helpful, but it must be checked 
against reality. Though it seems 
like increasing the minimum wage 
should hurt employment, facts 
indicate that isn’t true. Economics 
is a complicated f ield, and what 
seems to make sense does not 
always play out the way we imagine. 
Regardless, raising the minimum 
wage would benefi t workers without 
crippling businesses or increasing 
unemployment, and that’s something 
we should all be able to get behind. 
 Stevan Novakovic’s column in the Feb. 19 edition 
of The Daily Gamecock is one of the most puzzling 
columns in a while. Either I missed the point or 
Novakovic just forgot to include one. The column used 
a President Barack Obama quote (“Unless you were ... a 
Native American , you came from some place else”) as 
a jumping-off point to explain how Native Americans 
maybe weren’t the fi rst people in America.
Novakovic tells us theories about Europeans predating 
Native Americans. While the theories he names 
aren’t crackpot theories, they definitely aren’t widely 
accepted by, well, anyone except the people named in 
the article. The theories started with arrowheads in 
New Mexico (called Clovis arrowheads) that kind of look 
like arrowheads found in southern France. Rather than 
accepting the widespread idea that two cultures designed 
a similar arrowhead (because, honestly, how many ways 
are there to make an arrowhead?) some academics 
speculated that some Stone Age people hopped on a boat 
20,000 years ago, sailed to America and walked to New 
Mexico. Yeah, I’m a little skeptical too. But the theories 
hung around because you can’t 100 percent disprove that 
some Stone Age Europeans didn’t come to America via 
a miracle.
However, no academics, not even the ones Novakovic 
names, imply what he himself goes on to imply — that 
Native Americans wiped out the Clovis.
But forget the suspect history. What really bothered 
me about his article was that it had no point. Let’s buy 
into the theories for a second and pretend Europeans 
did get here before other Native Americans. How does 
that affect Obama’s point or the immigration debate 
period? He doesn’t answer this question. The closest he 
gets is an attempt at pithiness, where he equates what 
Europeans did to Native Americans to what he believes 
Native Americans did to the Clovis, and what modern 
immigrants are doing now. Because I guess immigrants 
trying to find work is the same as Native Americans 
supposedly replacing Clovis culture, or Europeans 
taking Native American land while simultaneously 
giving them smallpox.
He also writes, “These hypotheses are inconvenient 
if one wishes to purport that America was founded on 
white settlers massacring poor natives, especially as it 
appears that these original civilizations (the Clovis) were 
wiped out by current tribes.” Is Novakovic saying he is 
skeptical Europeans mass murdered Indians? Or that 
since some Indians may have been guilty of taking land 
from other tribes 10,000 years earlier, it was justifi ed for 
Europeans to kill and enslave them while stealing their 
land? Either way, the sentence is not only nonsensical — 
it’s offensive. 
Really, I’m not mad at Novakovic. He has a right to 
type offensive things, just like I have a right to think 
that his article was less intellectual than my nephew’s 
crayon drawings. But The Daily Gamecock doesn’t have 
to publish it. The paper should publish controversial 
columns. But the columns should at least have a coherent 
point. Novakovic’s article didn’t even clear that low bar, 
and The Daily Gamecock should have found something 
else, anything else, to run in its place. 
 — Dylan Knight, fourth-year history student  
There are certain speeches, 
v ideos and events that grab 
people’s at tent ion. Dr.  Ben 
Carson’s speech last week at 
the National Prayer Breakfast 
was one of those moments. 
T h e  w o r l d - f a m o u s 
neurosurgeon asked in h is 
s p e e c h  h o w 
a n y o n e  c o u l d 
u n d e r s t a n d 
ou r  i nc red ib ly 
c o m p l e x  t a x 
code,  and t hen 
quest ioned why 
we need such a 
complex tax code 
a nd  s u g g e s t e d 
w h y  A m e r i c a 
should move to a 
simpler tax code 
like a fl at tax. 
The fl at tax has been a long 
debated topic in A mer ica, 
bu t  i t  i s  u s u a l l y  t h r ow n 
out of the discussion due to 
its “unfairness” to the poor 
or because it would not raise 
enough revenue. 
Now some say this would just 
widen the gap between the rich 
and the poor. However, tax cuts 
for the wealthiest Americans 
have actually been shown to 
jump-start the economy. This 
is because the richer Americans 
then have extra money to hire 
more employees, invest in the 
stock market and expand their 
businesses and would also help 
bring more Americans up to 
the middle class. 
The fl at tax would eliminate 
loopholes, simplify the system, 
weaken the IRS and make it 
much easier for A mericans 
to fi le their tax returns. Kurt 
Hauser said it best in his quote 
from the Wall Street Journal: 
“Lower taxes increase the 
incentives to work, produce, 
s ave  a nd  i nve s t ,  t hereb y 
encouraging capital formation 
and jobs. Taxpayers have less 
incentive to shelter and shift 
income.” 
USC has a lot to celebrate with this year’s 
 Student Government election. Not only 
did this election cycle feature one of the 
more diverse group of executive candidates 
in recent memory , it was also an election 
marked by an extraordinarily high voter 
turnout.
Nearly 50 percent more people voted 
in this election than last year, and, with 
more than 4,500 
students casting 
their ballot for 
president, Student 
Government saw 
its largest election 
t u r n o u t  s i n c e 
2007.
O u r  f e l l o w 
G a m e c o c k s 
h ad  p le nt y  o f 
good reasons for 
support ing the 
SG election. Candidates this year didn’t run 
on unrealistic, far-reaching ideas like taking 
Carolina Cash off campus.
This year’s campaigning, in addition to 
seeing more vibrant competition than past 
elections, was more student-centered and 
aggressively tailored to our needs, with 
feasible solutions. With increased discussion 
of campus security initiatives, SG student 
outreach and the potential tobacco ban, 
candidates focused on issues important to 
the entire student body.
We’re proud of our fellow, typically 
apathetic students for taking the short 
time needed to vote in this year’s election, 
but they shouldn’t sit back and relax quite 
yet. There are runoff elections between 
vice president candidates Ryan Bailey and 
Courtland Thomas, and treasurer candidates 
Haley Guyton and Caroline Hendricks.
These are important positions that will 
help guide life at USC for the years to come. 
Everyone’s vote counts, so it’s important 
to remember that your chance to vote for 
next year’s SG executives isn’t over. After 
all, USC is our university, and we should 
all make sure the best people available are 
representing us in SG.  
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Film industry’s night to shine 
The 85th Academy Awards ceremony will be presented on 
ABC this Sunday, Feb. 24. A number of great fi lms are competing 
for the coveted Oscar, but here are some little-known facts about 
this year’s contenders you may not be aware of.
Sunday’s ceremony will be an evening 
of fi rsts for many of the Academy’s fi nest
Jonathan Winchell
MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
“Argo” is the front-runner to 
snag the Best Picture victory. 
If the movie, directed by Ben 
Aff leck, wins, it will mark only 
the fourth time in Oscar history 
that a f i lm won Best Picture 
without being nominated in the 
Best Director category. This has 
not happened since “Driving Miss 
Daisy” (1989), directed by Bruce 
Beresford. 
“Amour,” directed by Austrian 
f ilmmaker Michael Haneke, is 
only the ninth foreign language 
f ilm to be nominated for Best 
Picture in Oscar history. The 
French-language drama is a shoo-
in to win Best Foreign Language 
Film, which would mark Austria’s 
second w in in t he categor y. 
Austria previously won for “The 
Counterfeiters” (2007). 
This year’s Best Actress category 
features both the youngest and 
oldest nominees to date. Nine-
year-old Quvenzhané Wallis is 
nominated for her role in “Beasts 
of the Southern Wild,” while, at 85, 
Emmanuelle Riva (“Amour”) is the 
eldest in the category. Wallis was 
only 5 years old when she auditioned 
for her role in “Beasts;” she lied to 
producers and said she was 6. Riva 
turns 86 on the night of the Oscar 
ceremony, Feb. 24. 
At age 22, Jennifer Lawrence 
is the youngest person to receive 
two Best Actress nominations, this 
year for “Silver Linings Playbook.” 
She was previously nominated for 
her performance in “Winter’s 
Bone” (2010). 
Daniel Day-Lewis is the critic’s 
choice for Best Actor, and if he 
wins, he will become the f irst 
actor to earn three Oscars for 
Best Actor. He has previously won 
for “My Left Foot” (1989) and 
“There Will Be Blood” (2007). 
His potential victory would also 
mark the first time an actor has 
won for playing a United States 
president. 
Nominated for Best Actor for 
“Flight,” Denzel Washington now 
has both the most nominations — 
six — and most wins — two — of 
any black actor or actress. He has 
won twice so far: Best Supporting 
Actor for “Glory” (1989) and Best 










Let’s face it — the 2013 Super Bowl was a little less 
entertaining than in years past. Besides 34 minutes 
of total blackout, spawning speculation that evil, 
asthmatic “Batman” villain Bane was making his 
way to the Mercedes-Benz Superdome , the game 
and its long-anticipated commercials were somewhat 
forgettable. What wasn’t as easy to let go of was the 
reunion of the lady meat-shaking, weave-fl ipping, 
bootylicious trifecta that is Destiny’s Child.  In 
addition to reopening the old wounds of millions 
of fans the world over (we’re not ready to say your 
name yet; it’s just too soon), the performance rocked 
the Internet world with the (recently banned) “ugly” 
photos of Beyonce mid-grind or the “Poor Michelle” 
website now lighting up the Tumblr world.  Are they 
back together? Are they not back together? Will 
they fi nally stop wearing outfi ts that match? We may 
never know the answers to these burning questions, 
but what we do know is that we’re now fully prepared 
to open our hearts to a slew of ’90s bands we’d love 
to see back onstage together. 
Look up “sibling rivalry” in Webster’s dictionary 
and chances are you’ll stumble across the sneered, 
stodgy mugs of brothers Liam and Noel Gallagher. 
Originally formed in 1991, the band became 
wildly popular in both the United States and the 
United Kingdom with mainstream tearjerkers 
like “Champagne Supernova” and “Wonderwall.” 
But soon after their climb to success came the 
eminent fall; drug abuse and band disagreements 
led to a series of unsuccessful live shows filled 
with onstage lashings and bitter fi ghts. Eventually, 
the band parted ways, leaving fans reeling with 
concern that they might never perform again. 
But now seems like the perfect time to make their 
re-entry into the music world, exchanging glares 
for guitars and crystal meth for clear chords. 
We’re almost guaranteed one of two things: The 
brothers Gallagher will share a much-needed 
loving embrace. Or, they’ll kill each other. That’s 
entertainment.
’90s bands in need of a comeback
Courtesy of MCT Campus
Alternative rockers Oasis hit mainstream success before succumbing to the tragic combination of drugs and artistic power struggle that led to their eventual breakup.
Mary Cathryn Armstrong
MARMSTRONG@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
Destiny’s Child reunion lights 




“Every time an Oscar is given out, 
an agent gets its wings.” 
— Kathy Bates
Courtesy of Collider.com 
Courtesy of MCT Campus 
Courtesy of Collider.com 
Courtesy of Collider.com 
Courtesy of MCT Campus 




Get Ahead  
& Graduate 
On Time
Catch up and get ahead by  
completing a course at UNC Charlotte.
Visit SummerSchool.uncc.edu  
and click on Visiting Students.







“Silver Linings Playbook” is 
the fi rst fi lm since “Reds” (1981) 
to be nominated in a l l  four 
act ing categories. The act ing 
nominat ions include Bradley 
Cooper for Best Actor, Jennifer 
Lawrence for Best Actress, Robert 
De Niro for Best Support ing 
Actor and Jacki Weaver for Best 
Supporting Actress. 
For the f irst t ime in Oscar 
history, all of the Best Supporting 
Actor nominees are prev ious 
Oscar winners. This category is 
arguably the tightest race of the 
evening. The nominees are Alan 
Arkin for “Argo,” Robert De Niro 
for “Silver Linings Playbook,” 
Phil ip Seymour Hoffman for 
“The Master,” Tommy Lee Jones 
for “Lincoln” and Christoph 
Waltz for “Django Unchained.” 
S t e v e n  S p i e l b e r g 
received his seventh Best 
Director nomination for 
“Lincoln.” I f he wins, 
he will become only the 
fourth director in Oscar 
history to win more than 
two Best Director Oscars. 
John Ford won four while 
Frank Capra and William 
Wyler both won three. 
If Ang Lee wins, he will 
become the fi rst director 
to win for a f i lm shot 
in 3-D (“Life of Pi”). If 
Michael Haneke wins, he 
will be the fi rst director to 
win for a foreign language 
f i lm (“A mour) and the 
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‘N Sync, Backstreet Boys and 
98 Degrees again? Why, you say? 
Well, why the heck not? These 
guys make Justin Bieber look like 
a pansy covered in sprinkles (not 
that it’s too hard to do), and every 
one of One Direction’s moms still 
has a crush on J.C. Chasez. These 
pioneers of pop have crafted songs 
about breakups, makeups and just 
plain having a fun time. Internet 
pictures never surfaced of Nick 
Lachey lighting up, and they’ve all 
yet to date Taylor Swift , so they’re 
all still winning those races. The 
worst thing we cried over was when 
Justin hit Britney one more time 
with a big fat breakup. Yes, Joey got 
chunky, Lance came out (we knew) 
and no one knows what happened to 
Brian Littrell. Come out, come out, 
wherever you are.  
Yes, Courtney Love is a lingerie-
wearing, smeared-lipstick weirdo. 
And yes, it is quite possible the 
bleach-blond vixen was responsible 
for dragging down one of the best 
musical talents of the past century. 
But when Hole f irst burst onto 
the scene in the late ’80s, Love’s 
loudmouth, feisty-girl antics made 
her a sex object for men and a 
questionable role model for young 
females.  The band’s f irst album 
garnered acclaim for its originality 
and Love’s domineer ing power 
over her male counterparts, but 
by t he t ime t he second a lbum 
dropped, attention had turned to 
her tumultuous relationship with 
tortured soul and Nirvana front 
man Kurt Cobain. Following the 
singer’s unexpected suicide, Love 
spiraled even further into madness, 
eventually losing custody of daughter 
Frances Bean in a whirlwind of booze 
and drugs.  Rumors of a comeback 
have been whispered throughout 
online forums, but perhaps it’s better 
that Love focuses on maintaining 
sobriety before she pulls another 
stunt like her Madonna interview on 
MTV in 1995. It’s bad. YouTube it.  
Oh, you hate the Spice Girls? 
Too bad. With the exception of 
Geri “Traitor” Halliwell, the Spice 
Girls were a one-way train that ran 
on girl power , platform shoes and 
dresses with the Union Jack made 
out of sequins.  They had their own 
movie, books and Barbie dolls. 
Since the Spice Girls broke up, 
there has been a noticeable void in 
the world of girl bands, left to be 
fi lled by whiners like T-Swift and 
certif ied baldie Britney Spears. 
Plus, imagine how great their new 
outfi ts would be. 
Courtesy of MCT Campus
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HOUSING
Cute 3 BR 1 Bath Home for 
Rent, 2422 Putnam St. Please 
call Troy at 803-479-2909.
4BR, 2BA house near 
Campus/Vista
4BR house near Campus/
Vista.  2BA, full appliances, 
W/D, cable/internet, sec. 
system. 616 Laurel Street.  





GRANBY MILLS apartments. 
Great location, pool, 
volleyball/basketball, gym. 





Fast paced downtown 
Columbia medical practice 
has openings for full time staff 
to work in the front business 
office.  This is a perfect 
opportunity for someone 
graduating from college 
in May or those who have 
graduated that need business 
experience prior to attending 
graduate school.
Email resume with date you 




BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK 
$189 for 5-Days.  
All prices include: Round-trip
luxury party cruise. 
Accommodations on the 
island at 














10 Aptly, New Jersey
beach
phenomenon





17 “What else __?”
18 Tour de force
19 Terrible
























43 Spot in a poker
game
46 Isn’t far from
reaching











63 “... __ of Bread 
...”
64 “__ take arms























7 Prefi x with logical
8 Heads with lists



























41 ’70s Robert Blake
cop show
43 Public projection

















1 2 3 4
for 02/20/13
TODAY 
GRAND PRIZE WINNERS FROM LAST 
YEAR, FAT RAT DA CZAR, 
WE ROLL LIKE MADMEN
9 p.m., $5 over 21 / $8 under 21
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St. 
 
USC CHORUS 
AND MEN’S CHORUS CONCERT 
7:30 p.m., free
Rutledge Chapel, 
USC Historic Horseshoe  
TOMORROW 
MOUNTAINS, PAN, BRAINDEAD 
9 p.m. (8 p.m. doors) / $7
Conundrum Music Hall, 
626 Meeting St. 
 
AUNTIE KAREN FOUNDATION: 
GLADYS KNIGHT
8 p.m. 
$55 balcony / $100 orchestra 




You’r e  t e s t i n g  t he 
l imit s.  Your f r iends 
a n d  f a m i l y  h e l p 
develop  your ideas and 
create new business. 
Nurture the necessary 
p a r t n e r s h i p s  f o r 
sustainable growth.
Taurus 
There’s st i l l a lot of 
work to do (especially 
around finances), but 
with dedicat ion and 
compassion you make 
great progress. You can 
appreciate where you’ve 
gotten so far.
Gemini 
Reaffi rm your vision for 
the future, and get some 
well-deserved attention. 
Keep it grounded in 
re a l i t y,  t hough ,  a s 
fantasies can play tricks. 
Save something away 
for emergencies.
Cancer 
You can complete a 
projec t  t hat  you’ve 
b e e n  p u t t i n g  o f f . 
Better f ix something 
before it breaks. Avoid 
impetuous spending. 
A not her ’s  opi n ions 
are important, even if 
confusing.
Leo 
To g e t h e r  y o u  c a n 
achieve amazing things, 
but you may have to be 
patient. Saving money 
is important, but your 
health comes fi rst. Try 
a d i f ferent mode of 
transportation.
Virgo 
Make up a plan before 
y o u  s t a r t .  I n c l u d e 
exercise in your routine; 
a little makes a difference 
o v e r  t i m e .  K e e p 
producing excellence at 
work. Pad the schedule 
for the unexpected.
Libra 
Integrity counts double 
now, especially at work. 
Customer satisfaction 
pays d iv idends wel l 
into the future. Put 
in  t he ex t ra  ef for t . 
You’re becoming more 
attracted and attractive.
Scorpio 
Go over your options 
again before choosing, 
but choose, even if it 
seems dif f icult. The 
conditions are excellent 
for fi nding a great deal 
on  t he  s y s t em you 
want. Don’t waste a 
penny.
Sagittarius 
The tension is getting 
higher, for better or worse. 
You can actually benefit 
greatly from the situation. 
You immediately see how 
to bend the rules to your 
benefit. But don’t break 
them.
Capricorn 
Review the assignment 
to avoid errors. Don’t 
be afraid to ask a special 
someone to help. It ’s 
a good excuse to hang 
out  a ny way.  Keep it 
inexpensive with popcorn 
and tea.
Aquarius 
L i s t e n  t o  o t h e r s 
attent ively, as if their 
words could be measured 
i n  g o ld .  Yo u r  s i x t h 
sense is work ing well. 
Work  out  a ny  k i n k s 
in communicat ion or 
schedule.
Pisces 
Don’t waste hours on 
communications that go 
nowhere. Minutes spent 
making extra copies of 
your data can save you 
t ime and money later. 
Take a  break f rom a 
circular conversat ion. 
Talk it out later. 
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Garcia takes on new role as senior
USC sinks Ole Miss in fi nal seconds
With her team down and the game on the line 
against the University of Texas-Arlington, senior 
Samie Garcia stepped into the batter’s box with 
two runners in scoring position. She hit a two-RBI 
triple to put the Gamecocks ahead late.
Though the USC softball team lost the game, it’s 
getting used to Garcia’s name being associated with 
crucial moments.
“That’s what you want — your big players 
to make the big plays,” softball coach Beverly 
Smith said. “It was a perfect example of Samie’s 
competitive nature.”
It’s Garcia’s will to win that rubs off on her 
teammates. 
“Her drive and willingness to do anything it 
takes to be out on top, it really makes us want to do 
anything we can to help her,” senior Kelley Dillon 
said. “We see how much effort she’s giving and how 
hard she’s working. We all just want to compensate 
and get on her level.”
Through the fi rst nine games, Garcia is hitting 
.594 , which is the best on the team. She also leads 
the Gamecocks in runs scored and hits . The most 
recent triple she hit against UT Arlington gave her 
fi ve for the season .
Garcia said her confi dence is high right now and 
believes her success comes from her experience. In 
her third year on the team, she has learned to make 
adjustments whenever she does something wrong at 
the plate and focuses on it for the next at-bat. 
Garcia is the Gamecocks’ leadoff hitter and 
demonstrates a typical leadoff hitter mindset to get 
on base.
“My approach is to just always hit the ball hard,” 
she said. “I just always try to have good contact and 
be a tough out. I know that with my speed, if I hit it 
hard on the ground, or hit it hard period, I’m going 
to be a threat to the other team.”
“The nice thing about Samie is that she’s 
got a good eye at the plate,” Smith said. “She’s 
also somebody who reads the defense well and 
understands what the pitcher’s throwing her.”
The intensity Garcia brings to the plate, she also 
brings to the fi eld. The shortstop said her position 
is like being the fi eld general because it requires 
communicating with the positions around her.
Since being named captain , Garcia has become 
much more vocal off the field, too. She said she 
shares her insight of the game and what she has 
learned throughout the years to the younger players 
on the team.
“By nature, I think Samie is quiet,” Smith said, 
“But I think the job calls for her to be more vocal 
and spread her leadership a little more. She’s 
defi nitely risen to the challenge there.”
Garcia said her biggest infl uence is her dad. Back 
in her hometown of Bell, Calif. , she didn’t always 
get the playing time she wanted. Colleges weren’t 
recruiting her like she wanted either. Through it 
all, her father was always there.
“He was always like, ‘Samie, you’re good — if 
you keep working hard, you’re going to be great,’” 
Garcia said. “He was always that constant reminder 
of how good I could be if I put in the hard work.”
Garcia’s teammates say that when she is not 
focusing on softball, her personality refl ects her 
hometown.
“She’s got that ‘Cali Swag,’” said Dillon, who is 
also Garcia’s roommate. “She brings a lot of variety, 
and she’s really fun to hang out with. I really 
couldn’t ask for a better person to room with.” 
“I l ike to go with the f low,” Garcia said. 
“Whatever my teammates are doing, I kind of just 
do whatever they want.”
Personal goals take a back seat to the team goals 
for Garcia. She wants to keep having quality at-bats 
and be a tough out every time, but she has bigger 
dreams for the Gamecocks. 
“My goal is for the team to make it to regionals,” 
she said. “Postseason is what I wanted for the past 
two years, and we haven’t been able to get there. So 
that’s my No. 1 goal.” 
Smith thinks Garcia has a chance to lead the 
Gamecocks to even bigger things. 
“We’ve got goals this season to get to the NCCA 
tournament, the SEC tournament and win the 
National Championship,” she said. “So that’s what 
we’re looking to do, and Samie will certainly be a 
big part in that.” 
Tanner Abel
SPORTS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
USC shortstop more vocal leader, 
improved hitter for softball this season
South Carolina assistant coach 
Matt Figger wrote on a whiteboard 
in the team’s locker room that the 
Gamecocks had been with a lead, 
tied or down one point with two 
minutes to play in its f ive league 
losses.
“We put it on the board — the 
time, the score and every outcome 
of every game — just to show our 
guys when you do something a 
certain way, you put yourself in a 
place where you can win games,” 
USC head coach Frank Martin said. 
“Now be fearless in the moment and 
go fi nish the game.”
It was the same script in a close 
game against Ole Miss Wednesday 
n ight ,  but w it h an Er ic Smit h 
3-pointer and a subsequent block 
by Lakeem Jackson , the Gamecocks 
had a different outcome than those 
six consecutive SEC losses. 
USC took a one-point lead with 
25 seconds remaining and held on to 
beat Ole Miss 63-62 . The win ended 
a six-game losing streak during 
which Martin said his players looked 
like zombies at times.
In the 10-point loss to Alabama , 
Martin said he felt encouraged — 
the happiest he’d ever been after 
a loss. Against the Rebels, he saw 
signs of progress.
The Gamecocks had jumped out 
to a f ive-point lead — its largest 
of the night — with less than 10 
minutes left in the game, but after 
an 11-0 Ole Miss run, Martin called 
timeout. 
In a t imeout at Florida three 
weeks ago, Martin called a similar 
timeout with his team on the ropes, 
but he said he didn’t like what he 
saw in his players’ faces. They’d 
been missing the resolve he’d seen 
previously.
There were subtle differences in 
this game from the prior losses. 
Smith said the team was being vocal 
in the huddle as the game neared its 
end, whereas players were quiet in 
the past. Martin said the team took 
advantage of the scouting report 
unlike past games.
Against Ole Miss, Martin said the 
team wasn’t playing “patty-cake” 
in the timeout, but the Gamecocks 
rose to the occasion.
“Somewhere in the middle of 
that timeout, Bruce Ellington once 
again opened his mouth and said, 
‘We’ve worked too hard to give 
in to this moment,’” Martin said. 
“Then Eric Smith jumped on that 
comment. Then (freshman Michael) 
Carrera, who had not been in the 
game, he jumped in the timeout and 
just created a positive moment in a 
diffi cult situation.”
The Gamecocks rallied, and a 
3-pointer by junior guard Brenton 
Williams with two minutes left in 
the game got USC within two points 
of Ole Miss. Jackson rebounded a 
missed Ellington jumper and tipped 
it out to Smith.
In what he called the biggest shot 
of his career, Smith made a 3-pointer 
to give the Gamecocks their final 
lead with 25 seconds remaining .
“I just noticed Lakeem got a good 
offensive rebound, and I tried to fi nd 
an open spot,” Smith said. “I was 
open, so I just tried to shoot it with 
confi dence, and I made the shot.”
He fi nished with 12 points , while 
Carrera led USC with 13 points and 
13 rebounds , his fi fth double-double 
of the season . The Rebels’ Marshall 
Henderson — the SEC’s leading 
scorer — missed a 3-pointer on Ole 
Miss’s next possession. 
Smith was fouled for USC, but 
missed his f irst f ree throw of a 
one-and-one, giving the Rebels an 
opportunity to score on the fast 
break. Guard Nick Williams put a 
shot up, but it was promptly blocked 
by Jackson.
“I was all over Lakeem the whole 
game,” Mart in said. “I felt that 
he could go make plays that he 
wasn’t willing to make today. Give 
him credit that as much as I was 
challenging him, he never gave in 
to the moment. Rather than hang 
his head because I was on him, he 
responded when you needed him to.”
Ole Miss missed its last seven shots 
of the game, including a desperation 
shot at the buzzer by Henderson.
“We got the ball to the guys I 
thought we needed to get it to,” Ole 
Miss coach Andy Kennedy said. “We 
got it to the SEC-leading scorer a 
couple times ... The SEC-leading 
scorer can’t go 4-for-17 and expect 
to win on the road.”
W hen t ime ex pi red and t he 
buzzer sounded, the student section 
pressed against the ropes blocking 
them from the court, celebrating 
the team’s first win since Jan. 26 . 
The Gamecocks responded, tapping 
seemingly every hand and going 
from one end of the student section 
to the other.
The moment had been there for 
the Gamecocks, having come within 
10 points of victory in four of their 
SEC losses. They weren’t able to 
seize it then, but this time, USC 
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Junior guard Eric Smith (5) made a 3-pointer with 25 seconds left in the game to 
give USC a 63-62 win. The victory marked the end of a six-game losing streak.
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Senior shortstop Samie Garcia is the leading Gamecock hitter so far this season with a .594 batting average.
